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OHN iii. 8, 
The Wind bloweth where 
it lifleth, and thou heareft 
the Sound thereof, but canſt 
not tell whence it _— 
and whither it goeth : ; 
every one that 1s born of the 
H pirit. 


HE Ways of Heaven are un- 
N ſearchable: This the Works 
of Creation and Providence, 

BZ with united Voice, loudly 
proclaim; this alſo the 
Wonders of Redemption 
inconteſtibly prove. 

By his Spirit, the Lord has garniſhed 

the Heavens, and ſtretched out the North 
over the empty Place: He has hanged the 
Earth upon nothing ; his Path is in the 
A 2 -. ol; 
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Sea, and he walketh upon the Wings of 
the Wind: Lo, theſe are Parts of his 
Ways, but how little a Portion is heard 
of him? The Thunder of his Power 
who can underſtand? Thus the Opera- 
tion of his Spirit, in the Regeneration 
and Converfion of Sinners, in the Text, 
is repreſented as equally unaccountable ; 
for as the Wind bloweth where it liſteth— 
Jo is every one that is born of the Spirit. 
Nicodemus a Phariſee, and Ruler of 
the Jews, convinced by the Miracles of 


Chriſt, either that he was the Meſſiah 


himſelf, ſo long foretold and expected to 
come, and ſet up the Kingdom that ſhould 
never be deſtroy'd; or that he was his 
Prophet and Witneſs to ſhew which was 
he, and the way to obtain a Part in it; 
applies himſelf to him, as a Teacher 


come from God to that End, like one 


deſirous of farther Inſtruction. 
Chriſt's Anſwer plainly intimates, that 
his Kingdom was far from anſwering the 
Fews Expectation, becauſe not of this 
World; that the Qualifications for it 
are ſpiritual and divine, and therefore he 
muſt never expect to ſhare in the Advan- 
tages of it, without ſuch a Change of 


Heart, as 1s equiyalent to being born 


again, 


This 
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This firſt Leſſon ſo puzzled this great 
Maſter in 1/rael, that, notwithſtanding 
all the Eſteem he had expreſſed for Chriſt, 
and Readineſs to learn of him, he ſtum- 
bles at the Threſhold, and raſhly con- 
cludes the Doctrine is incredible, becauſe 
he does not underſtand it. 
So unteachable is the carnal Mind of 
Man, ſo depraved is Reaſon, when cor- 
rupt, in its Judgment of the Things of 


God, that He abhors them as fooliſh, and 


deſpiſes them as abſurd. 

Thus, in the preſent Age, how often 
are the Doctrines of Revelation, becauſe 
not throughly underſtood, with an haugh- 


ty Air of Contempt, pronounced contra- 


dictory, or, at leaſt, up queſtion'd, 
as impoſlible ? ? 

But as well may one born blind den 
there is any ſuch Thing as Light or Co- 


lours, becauſe he has never ſeen either; 


ſo true is the Apoſtle's Obſervation, The 
natural Man receiveth not the 7 bings of 
the Spirit of God. 

However, Chriſt reſents not his Igno- 
rance or Incredulity any ways to his Diſ- 
advantage, but only inſiſts upon it, that ir 
is abſolutely neceſſary for him to know 
it. 

And, in order to make it intelligible, 
condeſcends to explain it by two familiar 


Simi⸗ 


—{ . 
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Similitudes, taken from the Works of 
WW 1 

So that if any aſk, what tis to be re- 
generated, or born again? Chriſt anſwers; 
it is to be born of the Spirit, wofking in 


and izpon them like Water and the Wind. 


By the former, he ſeems principally 
to intend, that as Water cleanſes and re- 
freſhes the Body, ſo the Spit, in Rege- 
neration, ſanctifies the Soul wholly ; frees 
it ffrom the Dominion and Pollution of 
Sin, by which 'tis render'd altogether 
unfit for Communion with God, and 
averſe to his Service: Such are waſhed 


and ſanctiſied in Fulfilment of the Pro- 

miſe of the Covenant of Grace, are made 
Partakers of the divine Nature, and ſo 

eſcape the Corruption that is in the World. 


through Luſt. ns 
The other is the Text, in which the 


original Word, tranſlated Wind, has va- 


rious Significations, and accordingly has 


been render'd variouſly here. Some of 


the ancient, as well as later Interpreters, 
underſtand it of the Holy Spirit himſelf, 
ſpoken of in the fourth Verſe, and the 
latter Part of this; becauſe it is ſaid to 


blow where it lifteth, that is, as an intelli- 


gent rational Agent ; not on all alike, 
but whom he pleaſes. 


However 


rr need 
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However juſt this Expoſition may be, 
(in it ſelf) yet the Word ſeems more 
properly to be underſtood of the Wind, 
becauſe brought as an Example to illu- 
| ſtrate the being horn of the Spirit, and 
conſequently ought, in the Nature and 

Reaſon of the Thing, to be diſtinct from 
It. 

Chriſt therefore ſays, So is every one 
that is born of the Spirit; and afterwards 
that he ha 
order to repreſent ſpiritual and divine. 
Beſides, Nicodemus's own Words plainly 


intimate that he had not yet perceived the 


Voice, or felt the powerful Breath of the 


Spirit, and therefore it cannot be meant 
of him. 


As to its being ſaid to blow where 1 


liſtetb, as having rational Agency and 


Will; 'tis a figurative but beautiful Ex- 


preſſion, uſual in the beſt Authors, by 
which they aſcribe, with great Propriety 
and Vigour, the Actions of the rational, 
to the inanimate Creation. 9 


St. Paul frequently uſes it, particular- 


ly in the eighth Chapter of the Romans, 
nineteenth and following Yerſes; where, 
mary, iy it is the nobleſt Figure of the 
ind in the World. 5 | 

In the farther Proſecution of this Diſ- 
courſe, it will be neceſſary, N 
ER 1 5 | I. To 


told him earthly Things, in 
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I. To do Juſtice to my Text, by ex- 
plaining its Terms, and pointing out 
in what reſpects the Work of the 
Spirit in Regeneration may be re- 
preſented by the Wind. 

II. Giye ſome Account of the Occaſion 
of inſiſting on them; the great 
Storm, which we this Day comme- 

wee | 

III. Conclude with ſome Remarks on 
the whole, 


J. The Original and Cauſes of the 
Wind are much unknown. The moſt 
exact and curious Enquirers into Nature 
have been ſo far from giving a ſatisfacto- 
ry Account of it to others, that they are 
not agreed among themſelves; why ſorffe- 
times It riſes to a perfect Tempeſt, and 
at other times ſinks to a mere Calm. 

We feel the happy Effects of this 
Stream or Motion of agitated Air in 
our own Breath, and wonderous Preſer- 


vation from contagious Vapours, that 


continually exhale from ſtagnated Matter. 
We enjoy the Benefits which our Mo- 


ther Earth receives from the Moiſture 


of the Clouds, carried about by the Winds. 
from Place to Place, 


This 
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This tempers and allays the Heats of 
the torrid Zone, which would elſe be ex- 
ceſſive and intollerable. 
And to this alſo we owe the Benefits of 
Navigation, whereby the moſt diſtant 
Nations converſe and traffick with one 
another, to their mutual Pleaſure and Ad- 
vantage. 

But as to its Cauſes, wha can tell? 
whether it ariſes from the Motion of the 
Earth, or the reciprocal Attraction be- 
tween this and the other Orbs of the pla- 
netary Syſtem ; or from the Air and Va- 
pours condens d by Cold, or rarefied by 
the Heat of the Sun, or ſubterraneous 
Fires, remains uncertain, being hitherto 
quite beyond the Reach of ar to 

determine. | 

To aſcribe it to the Power of magic 
Art, 1s equally impious and fooliſh. 
This has been long exploded, as mere 
Cheat and Deluſion ; and if any are ſo 

weak as to believe it, or wicked to pre- 
tend to the Practice, they are rather Ob- 
jects of Pity than Fear. 

Satan, indeed, has ſometimes raiſed 4 
Storm, or done Miſchief by a Whirl- 
wind, as 1s evident from the Caſe of 
ob's Children; but his Power is limi- 
ted: All he does is by the Permiſſion of 
him who is Lord [of all, and whom only 

B the 
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I. Todo Juſtice to my Text, by ex- 

laining its Terms, and pointing out 

in what reſpects the Work of the 

Spirit in Regeneration may be re- 
preſented by the Wind. 

II. Giye ſome Account of the Occaſion 


of inſiſting on them; the great 


Storm, which we this Day comme- 
morate. 


III. Conclude with ſome Remarks on 
the whole, 


J. The Original and Cauſes of the 
Wind are much unknown. The moſt 
exact and curious Enquirers into Nature 
have been ſo far from giving a ſatisfacto- 
ry Account of it to others, that they are 
not agreed among themſelves; why ſorfle- 


times It riſes to a perfect Tempeſt, and 


at other times ſinks to a mere Calm. 


We feel the happy Effects of this 


Stream or Motion of agitated Air in 
our own Breath, and wonderous Preſer- 
vation from contagious Vapours, that 


continually exhale from ſtagnated Matter. 
We enjoy the Benefits which our Mo- 
ther Earth receives from the Moiſture 


of the Clouds, carried about by the Winds. 


from Place to Place, 


This 


P 
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This tempers and allays the Heats of 
he torrid Zone, which would elſe be ex- 
ceſſive and intollerable. | 
And to this alſo we owe the Benefits of 
Navigation, whereby the moſt diſtant 
Nations converſe and trafiick with one 
another, to their mutual Pleaſure and Ad- 
Vantage. 
But as to its Crues who can tell ? 


whether it ariſes from the Motion of the 


Earth, or the reciprocal Attraction be- 
tween this and the other Orbs of the pla- 
netary Syſtem; or from the Air and Va- 
pours condens d by Cold, or rarefied by 
the Heat of the Sun, or ſubterraneous 


Fires, remains uncertain, being hitherto 


quite beyond the Reach of Philoſophy to 


determine. | 

To aſcribe it to the Power of mags 
Art, is equally impious and fooliſh. 
This has been long exploded, as mere 


Cheat and Deluſion ; and if any are ſo 


weak as to believe it, or wicked to pre- 
tend to the Practice, they are rather Ob- 


jects of Pity than Fear. 


Satan, indeed, has ſometimes raiſed 4 
Storm, or done Miſchief by a Whirl- 
wind, as 1s evident from the Caſe of 
ob's Children; but his Power is limi- 
ted: All he does is by the Permiſſion of 
him who is Lord bof all, and whom only 

B the 
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the Winds and Sea obey : Into whoſe ſo- 
| vereign Wiſdom, Power and Will, there- 
fore, this awful but comfortable Pheno- : 
menon, or Appearance of Nature, muſt 
be reſolved, as its firſt great Cauſe. E 
"Tis he that hath gathered the Winds 5 
in bis Fiſts, and meaſured the Waters in | 
the Hollow of his Hand: They are e- | 
qually known and ſubject to Him, and 
Him alone, who cauſeth the Vapours to 
aſcend from the Ends of the Earth, and 
bringeth forth the Winds out of his Trea- 
ſures; in which he reſerves it againſt the 
Day of Battle, for the Defence of his 
People, or the Terror and Deſtruction of 
8 his implacable Foes. | 
i By being born of the Spirit, I appre- 


| 
. hend, is meant the renewing the whole 
| 
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it Man, both in Heart and Life; a Par- 
_ ____ricipation of the divine Nature and 
' . Likeneſs, through the mighty bur ſecret 
Operations of the Spirit of Grace. In a 
1 Word, tis the Deliverance of a Soul from 
i the Power of Darkneſs, and Tranſlation 
i of it into the Kingdom of Chriſt; by 
W which they have a vital Union and Com- 
0 munion with the Son of Gd. 
In other Places, this is repreſented by 
li his putting his Fear in the Heart, uri- 
9 ting his Law in the inward Parts, cir- 


N ng the Heart to love God, giving a 
neus 


— N * 
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new Heart and Spirit; which therefore 
is called a new Man, becauſe the Soul is 
hereby renewed in Knowledge and Righ- 
teouſneſs, and true Holineſs, after the 
Image of God. „ 

The Author and ſole Efficient of it is 
the Holy Spirit, and therefore it is a di- 
vine and ſupernatural Work; a Birth 
from above. Corrupt Nature has no 
hand in it; has nothing to do with it; 
yea, vehemently oppoſes it. Nothing 
can give what it has not; therefore Na- 
ture, with all its Improvements, is but 


Nature ſtill: That which is born of the 


Fleſh, is Fleſh, If therefore we are born 
again, we are born not of Blood, or 0 


the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of 


Man, but of God. © 


Sometimes 'tis called Grace and Spirit, 
becauſe tis the free Gift of God, na- 


fing us gracious,” and ſpiritually mind- 


ed, as an active operative Principle of 
Faith and Obedience, and divine Life ; 


that Grace of God, that brings Salvation, 


which therefore muſt be efficacious and 


In other Places 'tis called the new Crea- 


ture; and, in our Text and Context, be- 
ing born of the Spirit, becauſe the Pro- 
duct and Iſſue of the renewing Spirit, 


who hereby ſows the incorruptible Seed, 
B 2 that 
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that ſpringing up, through his continued 
Blefling, produces the Fruits of Repen- 
trance and Holineſs, and has its End, ever- 
laſting Life. . | 


And chis may be illuſtrated by the veand 


on many Accounts. 


In its Original, as wholly owing to the 


Will of God, 


The Wind bloweth where it liſteth. —— 
fo is every one that is born of the Spirit. 


His Work and Operation herein is abſo- 


lutely free: He ſaves us and calleth us 


with an holy Calling, not according to 


our Works, but according to his own Pur. 


poſe and Grace. 


The Wind is entirely under his Ma. 


nagement, and at his Diſpoſal, who 
worketh all Things after the Counſel of 


his own Will. Stormy Winds fulfil bis 
Merd; fo the Influences cf his Holy Spi- 


Tit are diſpenſed, in what manner, Mea- 


ſure, Time, and to whomſoever beſt 


pleaſes him, He divideth unto every 
Man ſeverally as he will. The Spring of 


ic is free Grace. It mult be reſolved in- 
to, and can only be accounted for by the 


good Pleaſure of his Goodneſs. Of bis 
o Will hath he begotten us; © without 
q 1 25 Necęſſi ity on bis Part, or Merit 07, 


60 ours, 


— 
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© ours.”” Not by Works of Righteouſ- ' 
neſs which we have done, but according 
to his Mercy he hath ſaved us, by the 
waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghoſt. So that 'tis not owing 
to any Thing in thoſe that receive it, 
whereby they are more or better, or make 
themſelves to differ from others; not of 
Works, but him that calleth; not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that run- 
neth, but of God, that ſheweth Mercy : 
By his Grace we are what we are. 

He has loved them with an everlaſting 
Love, and therefore with loving Kind- 
neſs draws them. He bleſſes them with 
all ſpiritual Bleſſings, and this among 
the reſt, according as they were cho- 
ſen in his Son, before the Foundation 
of the World, that they might he holy 
(not becauſe they would be ſo) and with- 
out Blame before him in Love. - 

Having predeſtinated them to the A- 
doption of Sons by Jeſus Chriſt, and by 
Conſequence, to the Inheritance of eter- 
nal Life with him; he alſo predeſtinated 
them to be conformed to his Image, 
that he might be the firſt-born among 
many Brethren, Moreover, whom he 
did thus predeſtinate, them he alſo called 
into Union and Fellowſhip with the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by his guickning Spirit, in 
OS order 
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order to make them meet for it; for 
without Holineſs none ſhall ſee the Lord, 
Hence the Apoſtle ſays, he hath choſen 
them to Salvation, through Sanctiſication 
of the Spirit; which therefore all the 
Ele& of God ſhall obtain, becauſe his 
Gifts and Calling are without Repen- 
tance. 
This new Birth reſembles the Wind 
alſo in the admirable Power by which 
tis effected. We hear the Sound thereof, 
and feel its Effects, uſually ſalutary and 
comfortable, but ſometimes terrible and 
deſtructive: None can command or con- 
troul it; bur it blows as high, and as 
long, as the great Author of Nature 
pleaſes ; and, when he gives it Com- 
miſſion, bears down all before it; So, 
ſays the Lip of Truth, is every one that is 
born of the Spirit. 

His Grace in Regeneration is vicfo- 
rious: Tis the Work of Faith with 


Power; even the ſame mighty Power . 


and divine Energy that wrought in Chri/t 


when he raiſed him from the Dead. No- 


thing leſs than Omnipotence is equal to it, 


conſidering the Circumſtances and Diſpo- 
fition of the Soul in its fallen, helpleſs, 


guilty State. In our Fleſh dwells no good 
Thing ; without Strength: Enmity againſt 


God; is not ſubject to his Law, neither in- 


deed 
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5 deed can be: Will not come to Chriſt 


that it may have Life, but is a willing 
Slave to Satan and Sin. This is its ſad 


Condition when the Spirit firſt begets it 


by the Word of Truth. Hence it is often - 
compared to a Creation (the making 
ſomething out of nothing) which Meta- 
phor is ſo far from exceeding it, that it 


ſcarce comes up to it: In the old Crea- 


tion, there was nothing to hinder or op- 
poſe, but in this there is: The World, 


'the Fleſh, and the Devil, and all the uni- 


ted Power, Policy, and Malice of Earth 


and Hell. Theſe Enemies to our Happi- 


neſs muſt firſt be overcome, and their 
ſtrong Holds pull'd down, before every 
Thought can be brought into Obedience 
unto the Authority of Chriſt. 

So in the firſt Creation the Spirit of 
God moved upon the Face of the Wa- 
ters: By the Word of the Lord were the 
Heavens made, and all the Hoſts of them 
by the Breath of his Mouth: He ſpake 
and it was done; he commanded and it 
ſtood faſt, Thus in the New: This 
Breath of the Lord is with-held, or ſent 
forth, according to his Will, and always 
accompliſhes that whereunto he ſends it. 
He breaths upon dry Bones, and then, 
Oh happy Change] they begin to live. 
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Nor is it any unreaſonable Violence 
that he herein puts upon the Will, or any 
of the reaſonable Powers of Man. 

That ſeems in the Nature of the Thing 
impoſſible : Tis only ſer at Liberty from 
its Bondage to Sin and Satan, and freely, 
though ſtrongly, inclined by the ſuperior 
Power of divine Grace, to follow the 
Dictates of the enlighten'd Mind. 

In Converſion not only the Scales of 
Ignorance are removed, but the Fetters 
_ of Love to Sin, and Averſion to God and 
Goodneſs, are knocked off, and the Soul 
is delivered from its Bondage to Corrup- 
tion, Fc. and brought into the glorious 
Liberty of the Children of God. Mhere 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty. 
Liberty! not to fin, but ſerve God; not 
an indolent, inactive, undeterminate In- 
difference to Good or Evil: This ſurely 
cannot be eſſential ro true Freedom; for 
both Sin and Grace, in their reſpective 
Dominion, always determine the Will to 
one: This therefore ought never to have 
Place, but in Things that are in their 
own Nature indifferent. At beſt, it is 
but a State of fluctuating Uncertainty ; a 
tottering (in Equilibrio) like Adam, 
perhaps, during his firſt Tempration, an 
uneaſy Suſpenſe, which is far from being 
deſirable, 'T'is often our Crime, but al- 
Ss | ©. Ways: 
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ways our Unhappineſs. Tis a Liberty 
therefore truly angelic and divine; by 
which we are (in our Meaſure) free, like 
the ſeraphic Spirits above, not to diſpleaſe 
or diſhonour, but to love and ſerve the 

moſt High, to do his Commandments, 
hearkning to the Voice of his Word: 
By which, in a Word, we moſt reſemble 
him, who is nevertheleſs free, becauſe 
he cannot act contrary to his own moſt 
holy Nature, Perfections, and Will. 

He therefore that is born of the Spirit, 
does not fin with Deliberation, Freedom, 
Delight, or Impenitence ; he cannot, be- 

cauſe he is born of God. 

So that where-ever this Wind of the 
Spirit blows, it produces a rational Spon- 
taniety, or Willingneſs, by which the 
Soul is brought into the Obedience of 
Faith, notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition 
it meets with. Such a one 1s not forced 
againſt his Will (except it be againſt the 
Will of the Fleſh) but made willing in 
the Day of Chriſt's victorious Power and 
Grace, and ſweetly drawn by the attract- 
ing, irreſiſtable Charms of everlaſting 
Love. If the Son therefore ſhall make 
you free, ye ſhall be free indeed. 
But ſuppoſe, after all, that it is a Force, 
tis ſuch as a Soul, that has taſted that the 


Lord is gracious, would not be from un- 
C der 
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der the Influences of for ten thouſand 
Worlds. Oh, ſays he, if it muſt be a 
Violence put upon my Will, even ſo let 
it be, rather than not be at all! 

Witneſs his numerous Tears and Sighs, 
and mournful Complaints, of the Re- 
mains of Corruption. Witneſs alſo his 
earneſt Longings for Deliverance, and ar- 
dent Cries at the Throne of Grace for En- 
largement of Heart, by the conſtraining 
Influences of omnipotent Love. 

I know, ſays he, by fatal Experience, 
that nothing leſs than this divine Power 
can ſubdue my Sin: From what I feel in 
my ſelf, Jam ſure no Man can come to 
Chriſt, except the Father, who has ſent 
him, draw him. Sin has ſo blinded my 
Eyes, harden'd my Heart, ſtupified my 
Conſcience, that it has quite indiſpoſed 
me for Communion with God, and ren- 
der'd me incapable of ſerving him. I 
am, alas! fold under it. I finda Law in 


my Members warring againſt the Law of 


my Mind, bringing me into Captivity, 
to the Law of Sin. When I would do 
Good, Evil is preſent with me; and how 


to perform, I find not. Oh wretched 


Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 


from this Body of Death! Bleſſed Jeſus, 


ſer me free: Quicken me, O Lord, by 


thy good Spirit: Create in me a clean 
Heart: 
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Heart; renew within me a right Spirit. 


Lord, if thou wile, thou canſt make me 
clean. Turn thou me, and I ſhall be 


turned. Let the Law of the Spirit of 


Life in Chriſt Jeſus ſer me free from the 
Law of Sin and Death. Awake, Oh 
North Wind, and come thou South. 


Draw me, and we will run unto thee. 
Enlarge my Heart, ſo ſhall I run the 


Ways of thy Teſtimonies. Oh work in 


me both to will and to do. 


Now if this is the Language and Expe- 
rience of one that is really born of the 
Spirit, what muſt the Caſe of an unrege- 
nerate Sinner be? Surely, he muſt be, 


as the Apoſtle ſays, blind, and dead in 


Sin; a Captive to Satan, a Stranger to 
Chriſt, becauſe void of his Spirit; an 
Enemy to God, and eſpecially an Enemy 
to his own Happineſs; and, by Conſe- 


. quence, ſomething more than the Power 


of Nature, or the Force of mere moral 
Suaſion, muſt be abſolutely needful to 
open his Eyes, and turn him from Dark- 


| neſs to Light, and from the Power of Sa- 
tan to God, | 


But though its Power is effectual and 


victorious, yet the manner of its Operation 


is ſecret and undiſcoverable. 
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We hear the Sound of the Wind, but 
cannot tell from whence it cometh, nor 
whether it goeth; ſo is every one that is 
born of the Spirit. 

We feel its Power, and diſcern its Ef- 
feats, but we know no more how, or 
when, or where the Spirit of Grace ſhall 
be poured out, than we do when or how 
high the Wind will riſe, how long it will 
continue; from, or to what Quarter it 
will next blow. We know no more of 
the way of the Spirit in this Work of 
God, than we do how the Bones grow in 
the Womb of her that is with Child. 
As we are fearfully and wonderfully made 
in ſecrer, ſo are we new made; we can- 
not tell which way the Spirit will go 
herein. 

Sometimes he ſteals upon Sinners una- 
wares, and prevents them with the Bleſ- 
fings of his Goodneſs, like the Morning 
Dew. At other times, his Deſcent is like 
the Sound of a ruſhing mighty Wind. 
He awakens ſome by the amazing Thun- 
ders of a broken Law, and calls by terri- 
ble Things in Righteouſneſs: Fob was 
convinced by a Whirlwind, the Jaylor by 
an Earthquake: To others he ſpeaks in 
the ſoft itill Voice of the Goſpel, the 
gentler Whiſpers of free Grace. Thus he 
open'd the Heart of Lydia, while ſhe at- 


tended 
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tended to the Things ſpoken by Paul. 


and drew her by the Cords of his free 
L.. 

So that the ways of Grace, as well as 
Nature and Providence, are unſearchable. 


This Work of the Spirit, is one of the 


deep Things of God. The Knowledge of 


it is too high for us; we cannot attain 
to it; though we feel its Effects, yet we 
can only ſay, that it comes forth fromthe 
Lord of Hoſts, who is wonderful in 
Counſel, and excellent in working. 
Theſe Conſiderations ſhould excite us 
to the diligent Uſe and Attendance upon 
the Means, which all are appointed tothe 
End. Duty is ours to perform, tho' Grace 


is God's only to beſtow. Faith comes 


by hearing: Prayer is a moral Duty. 
This, perhaps, is one Reaſon why we 
have ſo many Exhortations, Sc. e.g. 


make you a new Heart, Turn ye, turn 
ye, why will ye die? Wait upon God in 


his way. If you ſee your Need of this 
Bleſſing, and your own Inſufficiency, to 
procure it of your ſelves: Aſk and ye ſhall 
receive ; wait at the Pool. Others have 
done ſo with Succeſs, and why may not 
you? ee 
If it be aſked, wherein this Work ap- 
pears? I anſwer, in every Faculty of x of 
TR N Soul, 
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4 and the whole of the Converſation. 
Tis a renewing of the Heart and Life. 

In the Mind 7s Light; the Light of 
the Knowledge of God and our ſelves. So 
in the old Creation God ſaid, Let there be 
Light, and there was Light. Thus in the 


New: The Soul is enabled to diſcern be- 


tween Good and Evil, views the Sin- 
fulneſs of Sin, with Sorrow, Self- 
Abhorrence, and Shame ; diſcovers the 
Excellency, Neceſlity, and All-ſufficien- 
cy of Chriſt, with earneſt Deſire and Af- 
fection. 

In the Will, i produces a chearful 


| Submiſſion and ready Obedience ; the 


Soul 'is made willing by the Love of God, 


Shed abroad in the Heart; whereas be- 


fore the Language was, who is the Lord, 
that I ſhould obey his Voice? Now tis, 
what wilt thou have me to do? thy Will 
be done. Thus we ſee the Effects of 
this heavenly Wind, and hear its Sound, 
though we know not its manner of Ope- 
ration, No ſooner is Paul converted, but 
behold he prayeth. 

In the Affections it is Spirituality; eve- 


ry Faculty and Power of the Soul receives 


a divine and heavenly Tincture, and /a- 


ours the Things of God. 


Whereas 
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Whereas before ſuch (Souls) were 
wholly carnal and eartaly, they now be- 
come ſpiritual, mind the Things of the 
Spirit, and ſet their Affections on Things 
above. ED 

Their Love, their Hatred, their Hopes 
and Fears, their Joys, their Sorrows, 
their Comforts, and their Care; their 
Defires and Expectations, are all (in a 
good Meaſure) changed. In a Word, all 
old Things are done away, and all Things 
are become new. 

In the Life it is univerſal Holineſs and 
Piety. | | 

They are /ed by the Spirit, and bring 
forth the Fruits of the Spirit, Sobriery, 
Righteouſneſs, and univerſal Benevolence. 
Their Converſation 1s in Heaven : Being 
born from above, their general Tendenc 
is thitherwards. Now they defire a better 
Country, that 1s, an heavenly; where 
there is better Society, better Employ, 
better Entertainment, and a better Reſt, 


II. The Occaſion of my inſiſting on 
theſe Words this Day, is in anſwer to the 
Requeſt of the ſurviving Truſtee of the 
late Mr. William Taylor, deceas'd ; a uſe- 
ful and honourable Member of the So- 
ciety that meets here, who was ſo affect- 
ed with the great Storm, commonly call'd 
the high Wind, on this Day thirty Years 


N 
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ago, that he deſired it might be annually 
held in remembrance. _ 

It is agreed, upon all Hands, from the 
Relations given of it by the Writers of E 
that Time, and eſpecially from the Queen's : 
Proclamation; that came out for a Faſt 
on the account of it, that it was the moſt 
terrible Deſolation of the kind that ever b 
was known in the Memory of Man, or 
recorded in any Hiſtory; not only for 
the Greatneſs of its Fury, but Continu- 
ance, vaſt Extent, and Damage done by it. 
The Wind had been very tempeſtuous 
for ſeveral Days before; but on Friday 
Evening, November 26. in the Year 
1703. it ſenſibly increaſed, and blew an 
inexpreſſibly prodigious Hurricane, till 
Six or Seven the next Morning, when it 
began to abate, and, in a few Days (after 

| ſeveral conſiderable Flurries) quite ceaſed, 

According to the moſt exact Accounts 

of this horrible Tempeſt, there were few 

Houſes and Gardens, Orchards or Fields, 
that did not feel its fatal Power. 

One who took a great deal of Pains to 
collect the Damages done by it, by a mo- 
derate Computation, reckon'd up near 
three hundred thouſand Trees, and ſome 
of them of great Bulk, that were either 
torn up by the Roots, or broke to Pieces; 
but finding it would be endleſs to enume- 


rate all, gave over the Attempt, _ 
3 Neat 
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Near nine hundred Dwelling-Houſes 
were entirely overthrown by this terrible 
Blaſt, by which moſt of the Inhabitants 
were "much hurt, and many of them mi- 
ſerably periſh'd in the Ruins. 

Above an hundred Churches, chough 
ſtrongly built, were quite ſtripp' d of the 
Lead that cover'd them, moſt of which 
was rolled up like a Scroll, and carreid to 
an incredible Diſtance; befides many 
more that had the Battlements and Stee- 
ples wholly deſtroy d, and otherway s da- 

maged by it. 

Coat of four hundredWindmils were 
broke all to Pieces. 

And as to Barns and Stables, and other 
Out-houſes, they were beyond numbering. 

The Stacks of Hay, and all ſorts of 
Grain, were almoſt every where either 
wholly blown away, or greatly ſhatter'd. 
Several were entirely removed from one 
Place to another, , 

In this great Metropolis che Damage 
was univerſal; few, if any of its public 
or private Buildings eſcaping its Fury. 
But in Briſtol it was till worſe; for, 
beſides the Hurt done immediately by the 
Wind, it raiſed ſuch a Tide as did an 
hundred thouſand Pounds Damage to the 
Merchandize, and cauſed the Severn to 
overflow its Banks, and drown the adja- 


cent Country for many Miles round, 
| whereby | 


© tbo bo ————— — — 


26 A Sermon in Commemorat ion 


whereby above fifteen thouſand Sheep 
were drowned, and near an hundred of 
their miſerable Owners; ſeveral whole 
Families, with their Habitations and Cat- 


_ tle, being ſwept away all together. The 


Loſs, in this fingle Article, was compu- 
ted at more than two hundred thouſand 
Pounds. ? 


Above twelve hundred Ships, Boats, 
and Barges, were entirely loſt by it, or 
ſo ſhatter'd, as to be render'd uſeleſs, It 
was reckon'd that near nine hundred of 


them belonged only to the River Thames. 
But the-worſt of all is ſtill behind; I 


mean the Multitudes of Souls that were 


hereby hurried off the Stage of Life into 
an unalterable Eternity, many of whom, 
it is to be feared, were altogether unpre- 
pared for ſo ſudden and awful a Change. 


Between eight and nine thouſand were 


known to have loſt their Lives, either by 


Sea or Land, including thoſe that were 


ſhipwreck'd on the Engliſh and Dutch 
Shores, ſome of whom were very valuable 
and uſeful, 5 
Among theſe, I cannot forbear meng 


tioning the great Winſtanly, who periſh'd, 


with ſeveral others, in the Ediſtone Light- 


houſe near -Plymouth, of which he was 
the ingenious Contriver and Architect. 


And the learned pious Biſhop. Kidder, 


whoſe Works will praiſe him in the 
1 ſy SGates, 
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His Hands. Come and ſee the Deſalations 
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Gates, as long as there is an Infidel to 


queſtion, or ſcoff at the Miſſion and Au- 
thority of the Son of God, who was, with 
his Lady, alas! hereby brought to the fa- 


tal Period of his uſeful Life and Labours, 


thro” the fall of Part of his own Palace. 
This.is a ſmall Sketch of the Damages 


done in our own Iſland; but the whole 


is unknown. However, from ſeveral Ac- 


Counts put together, one ſuppoſes, per- 


haps not without Reaſon, that it far ex- 
ceeded that of the Fire of London, which 
was computed at no leſs than four Mil- 
tions Sterling, 5 

What Hurt it did to the reſt of Europe, 
the greateſt Part of which was equally 
affected by it, we are not ſufficiently ap- 
priſed of. | 5 


This then is the Work of the Lord, 
which, by the Deſire of our deceaſed 
Friend, we are this Day met to call to 


mind: And let it be a memorable Day to 


us. There are many here who were Ear 

and Eye- witneſſes of its Fury, to whom 
thoſe of you may be beholden, if you 

pleaſe, for the Confirmation of the Rela- 
tion, who cannot remember it your ſelves. 


Is not this the Language of the pious Pro- 
curer of this Sermon, who being dead, 
yet ſpeaks to you to regard the Work of 
the Lord, and conſider the Operation of 
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he has wrought. Hear the Winds riſe till 


they blow an impetuous Tempeſt ; ſee uni- 


verſal Nature convulſed, as if the World's 
final Cataſtrophe was drawing nigh. 
Harken to the ruſhing Noiſe of the 
mighty Wind, increaſed and rendered 
more ſhocking ſtill by the falling of the 
Houſes, the clattering of Windows, 
Bricks, and Tiles, mingled with the 


_ Cries of the Diſtreſſed and Dying, which, 


together with the Horrors of the darkeſt 
Night, the roaring of the Billows upon 
the extended Shore, the Earth trembling 
under your Feet, the rattling Noiſe of 


the awful Thunder, and livid Flames 
of vengeful Lightning, all concur to make 


it a frightful and amazing Calamity. 


Behold too your moſt beautiful Palaces 


tumbling into Ruins, and your ſelves rea- 


dy to be buried in their Rubbith ; your 


Walls and Fences blown flat to the 


Ground ; your Parks deftroyed, with 


their innocent Inhabitants; your Trees 
of all forts torn up by the Roots; your 


Corn and Hay the Sport of the Whirl- 
wind; your Ships and Boats lying in 


mangled Heaps on the Shore, ſwallowing 
up by devouring 


cileſs Winds and Waves daſh'd in a thou- 
ſand Pieces in a Moment on the relentleſs 


Rocks; and to compleat the horrible De- 


ſolation; 


Quick-ſands, foundering 
in the bottomleſs Ocean, or by the mer- 
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ſolation ; | ſee Thouſands of your dear 

Counttymen, perhaps ſome of your near- 

eſt Relations, either floating on the trou- 

bled Waves, or dying in all the Agonies 
of Deſpair by your Side! 


Such was the Scene in that diſmal 


Night! During which, univerſal Fear 
and Darkneſs ſpread their gloomy Wings. 
It is impoſſible for me to deſcribe the 
Surprize and Terror of the People ; their 
Hearts failing them for Fear, their Knees 
ſmiting one againſt another, whilſt black 
Deſpair ravaged their guilty Minds, con- 


ſcious of their Deſert of Puniſhment! How 


did the W retchesſtare like Men ſtruck from 
above, whilſt the gnawing Worm of Con- 
ſcience lighted up the Fire of Hell within; 


and there remained nothing but a certain 
| fearful looking for of Judgment and in- 


tolerable Indignation of an angry God! 
Even good People were not without 


their Apprehenſions of it. Witneſs the 


Confeſſions of many yet living; particular- 
ly One preſent, whoſe ſurprizing and remar- 
kable Deliverance in that time of Trouble, 
renders him, to this Day, a living Monu- 


ment of P reventing Goadneſs, a gr ateful 


Witneſs of divine Care and Benevolence. 


in ie en en le e aid. ic 


appears that the Providence and Grace of 
God is powerful, ſovereign, and unſearch- 
able, let us own and adore it. The 
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The Relation you have heard is a con- 
vincing Proof that his Kingdom ruleth 


over all, and that be does according to his 


Will, in the Armies of Heaven, and a- 
mong the Inhabitants of the Earth; to 


which it becomes us to ſubmit, without 


Reluctance or Reſerve. 

And. does not the Text equally diſphy 
the abſolute Power and Riches of his 
Grace? Surely he hath -Compaſſion on 
whom he will have Compaſſion ; He 
quickneth whom be will. 

Nor can this be the leaſt Diminution 
to any other of his divine Perfections; ſee- 
ing abſolute Power mult be abſolute Recti- 
tude: The Lord is righteous in all his Ways, 
and holy in all his Worts. Upon the ſtrict- 
eſt Review of his Works, we muſt ſay, 
he hath done all Things well: Infinite 
Wiſdom cannot err; infinite Right can- 
not do wrong; infinite Love cannot be 


unkind. Let us then endeavour to 
act, as under the Influences of it, by 


ordering our Converſation according to his 
Word, and by entertaining right Thoughts 


of him. Much of Religion lies here. In 
his Judgments we ſee his unlimited Power; 
in the new Birth, his unfathomable Love: 
Oh, admire and adore it. That Power. 
ye cannot controul, that Grace ye cannot 
comprehend. What manner of Autho- 
880 muſt chat be which the Winds te 
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the Sea obey! What manner of Love 


is that by which ye are called the Sons of 


God! Oh the Depths of the Riches, both 


| of theWiſdom and Knowledge of God! How 


unſearchable are his Tudgments, and his 

Ways paſt finding out ! 7 
Should not what we have heard alſo 

put us all upon a ſerious Enquiry, what 


Impreſſions have the Providences of God 


made upon us? What Effects they have 
produced in our Hearts and Lives? Are 
we thereby become wiſer and better? But 
more eſpecially, are we born of the Spirit? 
Without this, we cannot ſee the Kingdom 
of God ; be either prepared to meet him 
in the way of his Judgments here, or to 


appear before his awful Tribunal. 


If there are any poor Creatures in this 
Aſſembly who never yet thought of this, 
but are Strangers to this Work of Grace, 
ſhould not ſuch think what it is to have 
this God for their Enemy? Who can ſtand 


before him when he is angry? Little do 


impenitent Sinners conſider that the Lord 
hath his way in the Mphirluind, and in 
the Storm; and the Clouds are the Duſt of 
his Feet. That Chriſt, to whom all Power 
in Heaven and Earth is committed, muſt 


reign till all bis Enemies are made his Foota 
tool: That therefore you are engaged in 
an hopeleſs War: Are you wiſer or ſtron- . 


ger than he? Can you contend or cope 
with Omnipotence? Dare you engage it? 
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Oh fooliſh People and unwiſe ! No; kiſs 
the Son then leaſt he be angry, and ye 


periſh from the Way, when his Wrath is 
kindled but a little: Bleſſed ate all they 
who truſt in him. DI 

Io conclude. If thro' Grace you can 
ſay, ye are born of the Spirit, give him 
the Glory; aſcribe it unto him only, of 
whom and to whom are all Things : Walk 
in the Spirit: Remember one End of his 
Calling is, that you might ſhew forth his 


Praiſe. You are his Workmanſhip, crea- 


ted to good Works; pray that others may 
feel this heavenly Wind, and that you 


may be refreſhed thereby more and more. 
If you are born of the Spirit of Chriſt, 


you may be ſure you are Chriſt's Charge 
and Care. You need not therefore fear, 
tho'the Earth ſhould be removed, and the 


Mountains be carried into the Sea, tho' 


the Waters thereof rore and be troubled; 
tho' the Mountains ſhake with the Swel- 
lings thereof, or tho', by the uttering of 
his Voice, the Earth ſhould be melted: 
He will be your Refuge or Reward; he 


will either be a Hiding-place from the 


Wind, and a Covert from the Tempeſt, or 

thereby remove you td himſelf; to Re- 
gions of endleſs and unknown Pleaſure. 

Now unto Him, with the Father, and the 

Spirit of Grace, the One only living 

and true God, - be Glory and Dominion 

for ever. AmenH 3 RE, 
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